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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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My Infidelity 


and What Became of It 


Dr. B. H. Carroll 


5 


Founder and late president, 


Southweste Baptist 


Theological Seminary 


I cannot remember when 


I began to be an infidel. Cer- 


tainly at a very early age—even before I knew what infidelity 
meant. There was nothing in my home life to beget or suggest 
it. My father was a self-educated Baptist minister, preaching 
—mainly without compensation—to village or country church- 


es. My mother was a devoted 
piety. 
There were no infidel books in 


Christian of deep and humble 


_ 


our home library, nor in any oth- :%.22s 


er accessible to me. My teachers 
were Christians — generally 
preachers. There were no infidels 
of my acquaintance, and no public 
sentiment in favor of them. My 
infidelity was never from without, 
but always from within. I had no 


precept and no example. When, ' 
later in life, I read infidel books, = 


they did not make me an infidel, 
but because I was an infidel, I 
sought, bought and read _ them. 
Even when I read them I was not 
impressed by new suggestions, but 
only when occasionally they gave 


already vaguely felt. No one of 
them or all of them sounded the 
depths of my own infidelity or 
gave an adequate expression of it. 
They all fell short of the distance 
in doubt over which my own trou- 
bled soul had passed. 


From unremembered time this 
skepticism progressed, though the 
progress was not steady and reg- 
ular. Sometimes in one hour, as 
by far-shining flashes of inspira- 
tion, there would be more pro- 
gress in extent and definiteness 
than in previous months. Morevv- 
er, these short periods of huge 
advances were without preceding 
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clearer expression of what I had, 


B. H. Carroll 


Dr. 


intentions or perceptible prepara- 
tions. They were always sudden 
and startling. Place and circum- 
stances had but little to do with 
them. The doubt was seldom ger- 
mane to the topic under consider- 
ation. It always leaped far away 
to a distant and seemingly discon- 
nected theme, in a way unexplain- 


(Continued on page 3) 


CONQUERED CONTRARIES 


By Dr. Robert G. Lee, Pastor 


Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee 


“And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your > 


flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all tres- 
passes; blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way. nailing it to his 


cross”—Col. 2:13, 14. 


The cross of Christ was a goal in the heart of God from 


all eternity—was part of the 


everlasting purpose of God— 


not just a device which God used to extricate Himself from 
the dilemma in which He unexpectedly found Himself after 
Adam, the federal head of the race, plunged into sin. All 
scenes of blood and blackness which had the cross for a cen- 


ter—all the scars Jesus received 
when He was bruised and battered 
for our iniquities—God had seen 
in that dateless eternity when His 
love for men had devised the 
means by which, after man’s fall 
in Adam, God would bring sinful 
men back to Himself. 


In those eternal ages it was the 
glory of the Cross which filed the 
heart of God, the Father—of God, 
the Son—of God, the Holy Spirit. 
When Christ, the Creator, was 
born of the creature woman— 
was made flesh—when He came 
down from the heights of deity 
to the depths of humanity—the 
terrors, the shame, and anguish 
of the Cross pressed upon Him 
with the weight of worlds. “A 
Lamb as it had been slain” is the 
vision of the coming eternity. The 
cross was the place of torture, 
of tragedy, of taunts, of triumph. 
It was triumph because, though 
Jesus Himself was nailed to the 
cross, He nailed all that was con- 


trary to us to that same cross— 


His cross. And how much there 


95,000 Copies of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Printed this issue 


Southern Baptists, 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


In this issue of THe Sworp or THE Lorp we especially} 


honor the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Chicago 
May 9-12. Dr. Robert G. Lee, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, has furnished us a great message, “Con- 
quered Contraries,” for this issue. We also publish the testi- 
mony of one of the greatest Southern Baptists of the past, 
B. H. Carroll’s “My Infidelity and What Became of It.” 


For others not Southern Bap- 
tists, let us say that Dr. Lee is 
pastor of the great Bellevue Bap- 
tist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, 
while Dr. B. H. Carroll was the 
distinguished pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Waco, Texas, head 
of the Bible Department of Bay- 
lor University; then the founder 
of Southwestern Baptist Theolo- 
gical Seminary: and its president 
until his death, and the most in- 
fluential theologian Southern Bap- 
tists have ever produced. We want 
all of our readers to know about 
the work of Southern Baptists, 
to love them and pray for them. 


We honor Southern Baptists be- 
cause they are the most evang- 
elistic of all the larger denomina- 
tions. In 1949 6% million South- 
ern Baptists won to Christ and 
baptized 334,892 converts—ap- 
proximately one new convert bap- 
tized and added to the church for 
every twenty members. Over one- 
third of a million new converts 
baptized by Southern’ Baptist 
churches in one year! None of 
these were babies sprinkled, but 
each one of these made public 
profession of faith in Christ. Not 
a single one of them was taught 
that he could be saved by joining 
the church, saved by baptism, or 
a good life, but each one was 


taught to personally trust in 
Christ as Saviour. Converts are 
not always as well taught as they 
might be among Southern Bap- 
tists nor among others, but this 
is the most remarkable year’s rec- 
ord of outright conversions to 
Christ ever made in one denomi- 
nation to our knowledge. 


This year a determined effort 
was made to have a revival cam- 
paign in every Southern Baptist 
Church west of the Mississippi 
simultaneously, April 9-23. Many 
of these churches will have oth- 
er revival efforts during the year. 


Most of them have evangelistic. 


preaching and a public invitation 
to accept Christ in at least one of 


the services each Sunday, many} 


of them in both Sunday morning 
and Sunday night services. 

Modernism has made little head- 
way among Southern Baptists, 
for which we devoutly thank God, 
though we know there is some 
infection and a great need for 
vigilance and prayer. 

The Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion does not cooperate with the 
the. Federal Council of Churches, 
nor the newly-formed National 
Council of Churches. In fact, the 
Foreign Mission Board of the 


HAIL! 
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Southern Baptist Convention on 
March 20, this year, withdrew 
from the Foreign Mission Council 
of North America because “The 
Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America is about to be re- 
solved in a division of the Nation- 
al Council of Churches, a new 
church union group.” The vote to 
withdraw was unanimous. 


Southern Baptists have the larg- 
est Sunday schools in the world, 
with a total Sunday school enroll- 
ment of over 4% million. Total 
Southern Baptist gifts last year 


(Continued on page 2) 


was against us all the Scriptures 
testify: 

“All my bones shall say, Lord, 
who is like unto thee, which de- 
lwerest the poor from him that 
is too strong for him, yea, the 
poor and the needy from him that 
spotleth him?”—Psa.. 35:10. 


Thus do His members praise 
Christ, ‘in whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins” (Col, 1:14). 
Thus do his members praise Him 
who is “head over all things to 
the church” (Eph, 1:22) — “the 
head of the body, the church” 
(Col: 1:18). Thus do the members 
praise their glorious Head—al- 
ways and everywhere all powerful 
for their deliverance. 

But—let us ask—what was con- 
trary to us? What were the things 
He nailed to the cross—things 
contrary to us? 

Against us, contrary to us, was 


I-THE CURSE OF THE LAW 


“For @ many as are of the 
works of the law are under the 
curse: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them” 
—Gal. 3:10. 

Therefore, we learn that the 
Law was too strong for the poor, 
too strong for the needy, too 
strong for the rich, too strong for 
the wise, too strong for the migh- 
ty, too strong for all. Consequent- 
ly, no man can, by the Law, be 


justified in the sight of the holy 
God—because no man ever lived 
who never sinned. “All have 
sinned.” And you can find hogs 
with feathers and geese which use 
fins for wings as easily as you 
find a man who ever lived who 
did no sin—except Jesus who 
“wore the white flower of a blame- 
less life in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation.” 

Adam and Eve sinned—by sin 
were woefully deranged. And 
grievous were their sins—disman- 
tling the human race of its nobili- 
ty. Abraham, in whom the graces 
of the Hebrew race were summar- 
ized, sinned—lying by saying that 
his wife, Sarai, was his sister in- 
stead of his wife. Noah, a man 
who walked with God in his gen- 
eration (Gen. 6:9), “planted a 

(Continued on page 4) 


Dr. Robert G. Lee 


6000 Forgot it! 


By the Editor 


Yes, of the thousands who have 
written us during letter month, 
over 6,000 people forgot to ask for 
that free copy of Ten Revival 
Choruses by the Rice Brothers. 
Remember, our announcement has 
been very plain—everyone who 
writes may have a copy of Ten 
Revival Choruses absolutely free 
if he asks for it! I suggest that 
these more than 6,000 people write 
again a letter or postcard and Say, 


Be “Please send my copy of the re- 


vival chorus book free.” We have 
printed thousands of copies and 
want you to have this souvenir 


booklet free. 


It is a beautiful little thing, 
maroon cover printed in yellow 


tink, inside it is printed in royal 


blue, both words and music. And 
opposite each chorus is a page 
telling how the chorus has chang- 
ed some life, or why it was writ- 
ten, or a little preachment on the 
spiritual lesson of the chorus. It 
is a lovely souvenir book of brand- 
new choruses used in my revival] 
campaigns and my brother Bill’s. 


I am sure you will love Bill’s 


-| beautiful cowboy gospel] chorus, 


“Sing As You Ride.” Just as‘ there 
are songs about sheep and shep- 
herds, about sailors and pilots, 
railroads and engineers, all exalting 
Christ, so this beautiful sentiment 


of Christ beside the Christian in 


the ‘round-up of life will warm 
your heart. 

I think you will like my chorus, 
“Souls Are Dying,” as sung in big 
union campaigns, and al) the oth- 
ers. Send for your copy today, 
Ask for it. 

Don’t forget, a fine new catalog 
of Sword of the Lord books, 
plaques, Bibles, stationery, etc., is 
yours free and will be sent with 
your chorus book. 


Letter Month Closes 
Tuesday, May 23 

We have stretched Letter Month 
to give thousands of our friends 
time to write. Letter Month closes 
midnight, May 23. If your request 
is postmarked by midnight of that 
date, we will send the chorus book 
absolutely free on request. 

Remember our other special of- 
fers. Bill Rice’s brand-new book 
of eleven revival sermons en- 
titled, The Heavyweight Cham- 
pion Who Lost His Title. cloth- 
bound, pictured jacket, price, 
$1.50, will be given free with 
every $5 retail order. | 

The 24-page booklet by the edi- 
tor. How Great Soul Winners 
Were Filled With the Holy Spirit, 
is sent free with $1 retail order. 
Ask for your copy. 

During Letter Month only, The 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, May 12, 1950 


1950--The Year of Revival? 


Plans being made for four great Sword of the Lord 
Conferences on Revival and Soul Winning to 
cover country 


From many quarters come reports of great waves of 
heaven-sent revival spirit. We’re glad about this. For years 


every effort of THE Sworp oF 


THE Lorp and Evangelist John 


R. Rice has been spent pioneering in the field of mass evan- 
gelism and revival. This year four more popular Sword of 


the Lord Conferences will be 


held in strategic places in the 


United States. We are praying that God will use these con- 
ferences to make “1950—The Year of Revival” a fact. 


Four Cenferences Listed 


LAKE ARROWHEAD, JUNE 
25-JULY 2, Evangelist Bill Rice, 
Chairman. The first Sword of the 
Lord Conference for Revival and 
Soul Winning this summer is at 
Lake Arrowhead, New York, a few 
miles from Binghamton. Here the 
rates are very moderate. Dr. Harry 
Clarke will: be in charge of the 
music. Bill Rice and Dr. Rice will 
both be there, of course, and a 
number of Christian leaders in 
that area will take part also. A 
folder will be out soon with com- 
plete details as to expenses, pro- 
gram and so forth. But reserve 
the date now, June 25-July 2. 


LAKE LOUISE, Juty 10-16. 
Beautiful Lake Louise conference 
ground was built by R. G. Le- 
Tourneau at Toccoa, Ga. It has a 
beautiful air-conditioned hotel, a 
steel-domed auditorium seating 
sixteen hundred. Lake Louise itself 
nestles like a gem among the pine- 
clad hills of northeast Georgia. 
It is a charming spot. The country 
abounds in beautiful scenery. Toc- 
coa Falls, higher than Niagara, is 
a few miles away. Friday will be 
Bob Jones University day. Save 
time for The Sword of the Lord 
Conference on Revival and Soul 
Winning at Lake Louise, Toccoa, 
Georgia, Monday through Sunday, 
July 10-16. 


CEDAR LAKE, INDIANA, 
JULY 16-23. From Sunday after- 


‘ moon to Sunday afternoon, July 


16-23, THE Sworp oF THE LorpD 
will sponsor a second annual con- 
ference at Cedar Lake. This is 
forty miles from Chicago on good 
roads. Cedar Lake is a beautiful 
resort spot. Many from the South 
should visit this conference. A 
great program is planned. Rates 
are especially reasonable—as low 
as $.75 per day for tent cottages, 
or there are dormitory rooms, 
or there are nice hotel rooms 
with private bath. Meals are 
good. There are cottages for rent 
for families. Reserve the time 
now for Cedar Lake, July 16-23. 
Speakers witil include Dr. Bob 
Jones, Jr., Dr. D. A, (Scotchie) 
McCall, for eleven years executive 
secretary of the Baptist State 
Convention of Mississippi, Evan- 
gelist Louis Wunneburger, great- 
ly-used soul winner from Texas, 
and Dr. Rice. The music will be 
in charge of pianist-song leader, 


Albert A. Lane. 


ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE 
ASSEMBLY GROUND, AUGUST 
6-11. The Arkansas Baptist State 
Assembly Ground at Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas, has equipment 
for the care of twelve hundred 
people or more with big taber- 
nacle, large dining hall, and many 
rustic cottages. Those who like 
simple camp accommodations, but 
with ordinary comforts, will like 
the cottages for families, and the 
big dormitories separate for young 
men and young women. The rates 
are in cabins $16.00 for the six 
days and $14.00 a week per per- 
son in dormitories. This includes 
all the meals and privileges of the 
camp. (There will be a registra- 
tion fee of $2.00) 


The program at Siloam Springs 
will include Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Entered as second-class matter = 
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Subscription price $2.00 one year; $5.00 
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Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, Evan- 
gelists Bill Rice, and John R, Rice, 
with music by Lane and others. 

For descriptive folder with com- 
plete program which has been 
prepared. Write for further infor- 
mation, The Sword of the Lord, 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, DL 


Southern Baptists, 
HAIL! 


(Continued from page 1) 


were over $178 million dollars, ov- 
er $31 million to missions. 


Southern Baptists have 748 for- 
eign missionaries in 24 countries. 
Fifty others are expected to be 
appointed this year, with a goal 
of 1,700 foreign missionaries with- 
in the next ten years. Besides, 
Southern Baptists have 779 home 
missionaries. They have 6,444 
young ministers now in training 
in Southern Baptist seminaries, 
colleges, junior colleges, and aca- 
demies. 


Two great Southern Baptists, 
Dr. Lee and Dr. John L. Hill, are 
on the distinguished panel of 
judges of the Sword Book Club. 
Southern Baptists have produced 
more successful evangelists of the 
present day than any other de- 
nomination. And, although this 
paper and my city-wide revival 
campaigns are interdenomination- 
al, the editor of THE Sworp or 
THE Lord humbly thanks God 
for the great heritage which is 
his from training in Decatur Bap- 
tist College, Baylor University, 


Southwestern Baptist Theological |, 


Seminary, experience in teaching 


in Wayland Baptist College, Plain- | 


view, Texas, and preaching among 
Southern Baptists. , 

To this mighty body of Bible- 
believing, soul-winning Christians 
we say, Hail, and God bless you! 
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I’m Not Too Busy! 


By Walter E. Handford 


Manager Sword of the Lord 
Publishers 


Last June I graduated from col- 
lege with every intention of going 
into full-time revival work. For 
six weeks I showed sermon films 
and preached in Oklahoma, Ark- 
ansas and Missouri churches and 
by God’s mercy won a good num- 
ber of souls, At the SworD OF 
THE Lorp Conference at Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas in August, Dr. 
Rice told me he needed a manager 
for the work here in Wheaton 
and asked me to come. I had had 
little experience and all of my 
training was toward being an 
evangelist, but after prayer I felt 
led to come and do this work for a 
time. 

But the urge to preach is strong 
and although I take every oppor- 
tunity to preach, I still am anx- 
ious to be in full-time revival 
work. There is one thing that 
makes me content to stay and 
do this important work of manag- 
ing this $230,000 business for the 
Lord—that is, the letters I re- 
ceive from you. How I love to 
hear that our work here is being 
used of the Lord to win hundreds 
of souls and stir revival fires all 
over the world! I am busy, but 
not too busy to read letters of 
encouragement from any of you 
readers who have been blessed 
by reading our books and paper. 

Remember, we will send a copy 
of our booklet Ten Revival Chor- 
uses, free if you ask for it, so, be 
sure to mention it when you write. 
Dear friend, sit down today and 
send’ us a letter of encouragement. 
I know you won’t let us down. 


Letter Month Closing Date 


Opportunity to join the thousands of Sword of the Lord 
readers who have already written during the 
Letter Month ends midnight, May 23 
By Charles T. Lampman, Managing Editor 


Letter Month closes at midnight May 23. Although thou- 
sands of readers have already written, preparations have been 
made to handle the additional thousands of letters expected 
to reach THe Sworp or THE Lorp headquarters during the 


next ten days. 


For the benefit of readers who have not written we re- 
peat our Letter Month campaign details. 


Letter Month Purpose Explained 

Letter Month is held each year 
by THE SworD OF THE LorD to 
give readers an opportunity to ex- 
press their appreciation of the un- 
tiring work of Dr. John R. Rice 
and his associates. During the 
period all those who have been 
saved or blessed through THE 
Sworp or other Sword of the Lord 
publications are urged to add their 
testimony to the thousands who 
bless God for the ministry of the 
printed page. 


You Ought to Write, Too 

Everyone who writes during Let- 
ter Month is entitled to: 

A Free Revival Chorus book; 

Credit of $2.00 for each letter 
published; 

Free premium with each $1.00 
retail order; 

Free premium with each $5.00 
retail, order. 

Each week during Letter Month 
the editors will select a few of 
the most interesting letters from 
readers to be published in future 
issuse of THE Sworp. The writers 
of letters so used will receive a 
valuable $2.00 credit slip. This 


6000 Forgot It! 


(Continued from page 1) 
Ruin of a Christian and Is Jesus 
God? both by the editor, regularly 
selling for $2 each, may be had 
both for the bargain price of $3. 

Every letter published in THE 
SworD OF THE LorD during and 
immediately following Letter 
Month will be awarded a $2 credit, 
good in payment for anything 
Sword of the Lord sells—subscrip- 
tions, books, etc. 


Paul Wrote, “Demas Has 
Fo en Me” 

When Paul was in prison in 
Rome, about to be beheaded, he 
wrote Timothy that all but Luke 
had left him. Sadly he write, “De- 
mas has forsaken me, having loved 
this present world.” It is sad for a 
preacher to be neglected by those 
he has helped. I know that Christ 
was deeply grieved because when 
He healed ten lepers, only one 


of them, a Samaritan, returned to 


SAVE $2.50 

If you order 
Is Jesus God? ...............- $2.00 
The Ruin of a Christian ........ 2.00 
1 Yr. Subscription to SWORD .... 2.00 

(52 weekly issves) 

You get Free 
Heavyweight Champion ........ 1.50 

Total volue .......... $7.50 

You send only ........ $5.00 


Letter Month Specials 


You can save real money onsthese‘offers! 


Yes, both $2.00 books for only $3.00 during Letter Month 
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SAVE $4.50 
If you order 
Is Jesus God? ................ $2.00: 
The Ruin of a Christion ........ 2.00 
Book Cub Membership ........ 2.00 
(See page 6) 
You get Free 
Book Club Bonus Book .......... 2.00 
Heavyweight Champion ........ 1.50 
Total value .........-. $9.50 
You send only ........ $5.00 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


214 W. Wesley St. 
Wheaton, Hlinois 


thank Him! And I know that we 
here at the Sword of the Lord 
office will be deeply grieved if our 
friends neglect to write to en- 
courage us and comfort us and 
help us during Letter Month. So 
if you have been blessed by THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD, if you are 
for the revival message we bring, 
and the Saviour we preach, won't 
you write today? Address all mail 
to Sword of the Lord, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Dlinois. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


30 lovely Scripture text everyday greeting 
cards for only one dollar. 


ROYCE BIBLE STORE 


127 Pine St. Corning, N. Y. 
Send for free catalog 


GOSPEL TENTS 


Expertly manufdctured 
from Superior Quality Canvas 


Write for Quotations on any size 
Virco 50 — of Tent Making 


ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, INC. 
Evansville, Indiana 
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EVE GLASSES BY MAIL 


Write Today For Free Catalog 


Send No Money 
ADVANCE SPECTACLE COMPANY 
17 > C rt n S? Dept Chicag hil 


credit slip may be used just like 
cash to purchase and SWoRD oF 
THE LorD publication. 


Letters Bring Encouragement 
We urge each reader who has 


not done so to write Dr. Rice be- 
fore the midnight May 23 dead- 
line. Fog many years Le has work- 
ed along under difficult circum- 
stances ¥s he pioneered in the 
field of revival literature. Your 
letters mean much to him and are 
a real encouragement to his heart. 

If you have been blessed by his 
ministry why not tell him so in a 
short letter. He will appreciate 
| ae 


“Stories of Hymns 
We Love’ 


Qo 


Gen Book 
of the Mid-Century 


Read ... Enjoy ... Recommend... and 
Give. What has more universal appeal? 
Young and old acclaim its gripping 
spiritual adventure and romance. 
Reveals heart-beats that brought our 
great hymns into being. . 

Covers 400 years of hymnody from 
Luther to the present. Gives you the 
drama behind such popular hymns as 
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee,” “Jesus 
Loves Me,” “Lead. Kindly. Light,” and 
many others chronologically arranged. 

Beautifully printed and bound, price 
only $1.25 (Mailing charge 10c). 

Order from your dealer or 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 


Publishers of “‘The Book of Life"’ 


1018 S. WABASH AVE, DEPT. . CHICAGO 5 


AN UNEXPECTED POPULARITY 
3rd Printing in 6 months! 


Charles Williams’ Translation of 
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FISTS III Of the people 
THE Ave “This translation gives the most 


accurate rendering of the Greek 
text of any translation with 
which I am acquainted” . . . 
“Surpasses all others in bring- 
ing out accurately the tense. 
significance of the Greek 
verbs” . . . “Unusual in its use 
for devotional reading in the 
family circle.”" 
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Friday, May 12, 1960 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


My Infidelity 


(Continued from page 1) 


ed by the law of the association 
of ideas. At times I was in the 
Sunday School or hearing a ser- 
mon or bowed with others in fam- 
ily prayer—more frequently when 
I waked at night after healthful 
sleep, and still more frequently 
when rambling alone in the fields 
or in the woods. To be awake in 
the stillness of night while others 
slept, or to be alone in forest 
depths, or on boundless prairies, or 
on mountain heights has always 
possessed for me a weird fascina- 
tion. Even to this day there are 
times when houses and people are 
unbearable. Frequently have I been 
intoxicated with thoughts of the 
immensity of space and the in- 
finity of nature. Now these were 
the very times when skepticism 
made such enormous. progress. 
“When I consider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which thou hast ordain- 
ed; What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? and tHe son of 
man, that thou visitest him?” 
Thus before I knew what infi- 
delity was, I was an infidel. My 
child-mind was fascinated by 
strange and sometimes horrible 
questionings concerning many re- 
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ligious subjects. Long before I had 
read the experiences of others, I 
had been borne far beyond sight 
of any shore, wading and swim- 
ming beyond my depth after solu- 
tions to such questions as the 
“‘philosopher’s stone,” the “elixir 
of life” and “the fountain of 
youth,” but mainly the “chief 
good.” 


I understand now much better 
than then the character and direc- 
tion of the questionings of that 
early period. By a careful retro- 
spect and analysis of such of them 
as memory preserves, I now know 
that I never doubted the being, 
personality and government of 
God, I was never an atheist ar 
pantheist. I never doubted the 
existence and ministry of angels— 
pure spirits never embodied: I 
could never have been a Sadducee. 
I never doubted the essential dis- 
tinction between spirit and mat- 
ter: I could never have been a 
materialist. 

And as to the origin of things, 
the philosophy of Democritus, 
developed by Epicurus, more de- 
veloped by Lucretius, and gone to 
seed in the unverified hypothesis 
of modern evolutionists—such a 
godless, materialistic anticlimax of 
philosophy never had the slighest 
attraction or temptation for me. 
The intuitions of humanity pre- 
served me from any ambition to 
be descended from either beast or 
protoplasm. The serious reception 
of such a speculative philosophy 
was not merely a mental, but 
mainly a moral impossibility. I 
never doubted the immortality of 
the soul and conscious future ex- 
istence. This conviction antedated 
any reading of “Plato, thou rea- 
sonest well.” I never doubted the 
final just judgment of the Crea- 
tor of the world. 

But my infidelity related to the 
Bible and its manifest doctrines. 
I doubted that it was God’s book; 
that it was an inspired revelation 
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of His will to man. I doubted mir- 
acles. I doubted the divinity of 
Jesus of Nazareth. But more than 
all, I doubted His vicarious expia- 
tion for the sins of men. I doubted 
any real power and vitality in the 
Christian religion. I never doubt- 
ed that the Scriptures claimed in- 
spiration, nor that they taught un- 
equivocally the divinity and vicari- 
ous expiation of Jesus. If the Bible 
does not teach these, it teaches 
nothing. The trifling expedient of 
accepting the Bible as “inspired 
in spots” never occurred to me. 
To accept, with Renan, its natura) 
parts and arbitrarily deny its su- 
pernatural, or to accept with some 
the book as from God, and then 
strike at its heart by a false in- 
terpretation that denied the divin- 
ity and vicarious expiation of Jes- 
us———these were follies of which 
I was never guilty—follies for 
which even now I have never seen 
or heard a respectable excuse, To 
me it was always “Aut Caesar, aut 
nihil.””’ What anybody wanted, in 
a religious way, with the shel) 
after the kernel was gone I nev- 
er could understand. 


While the beginnings of my in- 
fidelity cannot be recalled, by 
memory I can give the date when 
it took tangible shape. I do know 
just when it emerged from chaos 
and outlined itself in my con- 
sciousness with startling distinct- 
ness. An event called it out of the 
mists and shadows into conscious 
reality. It happened on this wise: 

There was a protracted meeting 
in our vicinity. A great and mys- 
terious influence swept over the 
community. There was much ex- 
citement. Many people, old and 
young, joined the church and were 
baptized. Doubtless in the begin- 
ning of the meeting the convers- 
ions were what I would now cal) 
genuine. Afterward many merely 
went with the tide. They went be. 
cause others were going. Two 
things surprised me. First, that 
I did not share the interest or ex- 
citement. To me it was only a 
curious spectacle. The second was 
that so many people wanted me 
to join the church. I had mani- 
fested no special interest except 
once or twice mechanically and 
experimentally. I had no convic- 
tion for sin. I had not felt lost 
and did not feel saved. First one 
and then another catechized me, 
and that categorically. Thus: 
“Don’t you believe the Bible?” 
“Yes.” “Don’t you believe in Je- 


sus Christ?” “Y-e-s.” “Well, does- 


meant but unwise persuasion. I 
will not describe it. The whole 
thing would have been exposed if, 
when I presented myself for mem- 
bership, I had been asked to tell 
my own story without prompting 
or leading questions. I did not have 


none. But many had joined, the 
hour was late and a few direct 
questions elicited the same his- 
torical, stereotyped answers. Thus 
the die was cast. 


Until after my baptism every- 
thing seemed unreal, but walking 
home from the baptism the reve- 
lation came. The vague infidelity 
of all the past took positive shape, 
and would not down at my bid- 
ding. Truth was naked before me. 
My answers had been educational. 
I did not believe that the Bible 
was God’s revelation. I did not be- 
lieve its miracles and doctrines. 
I did not believe, in any true 
sense, in the divinity or vicarious 
suffering of Jesus. I had no confi- 


_| dence in professed conversion and 


regeneration. I had not felt lost, 
nor did I fee] saved. There was no 
perceptible, radical change in my 
disposition or affections. What I 
once loved, I still loved; what I 
once hated, I still hated. It was 
no temporary depression of spirit 
following a previous exaltation, 
such as I now believe sometimes 
comes to genuine Christians. This 
I knew. Joining the church, with 
its assumption of obligations, was 
a touchstone. It acted on me like 
the touch of Ithuriel’s spear. I 
saw my real self. I knew that 
either I had no religion or it was 
not worth having. This certainty 
as to my state had no intermit- 
tance. The sensation of actual and 
positive infidelity was so new to 
me that I hardly knew what to 
say about it. I felt a repugnance 
to parade it. I wanted time and 
trial for its verification. I knew 
that its avowal would pain and 
horrify my family and church, 
yet honesty required me to say 
something. And so I merely asked 
that the church withdraw from 
me on the ground that I was not 
converted. This was not granted 
because the brethren thought I 
mistook temporary mental- de- 
pression for lack of conversion. 
They asked me to wait and give 
it a trial; to read the Bible and 
pray. I could not make them un- 
derstand, but from that time on 
I read the Bible as never before 


n’t the Bible say that whosoever | —read it all; read it many times; 


believes in Jesus Christ is saved?” 
“Yes.”” Now, mark three things: 
First, this catechizing was by zeal- 
ous church members before I pre- 
sented myself for membership. 
Second, the answers were histori- 
cal, Sunday School answers, as 
from a textbook. Third, I was on- 
ly thirteen years old. These ans- 
wers were reported to the preach- 
ers somewhat after this fashion: 
“Here is a lad who believes the 
Bible, believes in Jesus Christ and 
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studied it in the light of my in- 
fidelity; marked its contradictions 
and fallacies, as they seemed to 
me, from Genesis to Revelation. 


Two years passed away. In this 
interval we moved to Texas. In 
a meeting in Texas, when I was 
fifteen years old, I was persuaded 
to retain membership for a further 
examination. Now came the period 
of reading Christian apologies and 
infidel books. What a multitude 
of them of both kinds! Hume, 
Paine, Volney, Bolingbroke, , Rous- 
seau, Voltaire, Taylor, Gibbon, and 
others, over against Watson, Nel- 
son, Horn, Calvin, Walker, and a 
host of others. In the meantime I] 
was at college devouring the 
Greek, Roman and Oriental phil- 
osophies. At seventeen, being worn 
out in body and mind, I joined 
McCullough’s Texas Rangers, the 
first regiment mustered into the 
Confederate service, and on the 
remote, uninhabited frontier pur- 
sued the investigation with una- 
bated ardor. 


But now came another event. 
I shall not name it. It came from 
no sin on my part, but it blasted 
every hope and left me in Egyp- 
tian darkness. The battle of life 
was lost. In seeking the field of 
war, I sought death. By per- 
emptory demand I had my church 
connection dissolved and turned 
utterly away from every sem- 
blance of Bible belief. In the hour 
of my darkness, I turned unre- 
servedly to infidelity. This time 
I brought it a broken heart and a 
disappointed life, asking for light 
and peace and rest. It was now no 
curious speculation; no tentative 
intellectual examination. It was a 
stricken soul, tenderly and anx- 


| iously and earnestly seeking light. 


As I was in the first Confeder- 
ate regiment, so I was in the 


any to tell and would have told | may 


was not so with me. With all the 
earnestness of a soul between 
which and happiness the bridges 
were burned, I brought a broken 
and bleeding, but honest heart to 
every reputed oracle of infidelity. 
I did not ask life or fame or 
pleasure. I merely asked light to 
shine on the path of right. Once 
more I viewed the anti-Christian 
philosophies, no longer to admire 
them in what they destroyed, but 
to inquire what they built up, 
what they offered to a hungry 
heart and a blasted life. There now 
came to me a revelation as awful 
as when Mokanna, in Moore’s 
“Lalla Rookh,” lifted his evil for 
Zelica. 


Why had I never seen it before? 
How could I have been blind to 
it? These philosophies, one and 
all, were mere negations. They 
were destructive, but not con- 
structive. They overturned and ov- 
erturned; and overturned; but, as 
my soul liveth, they built up noth- 
ing under the whole heaven in 
the place of what they destroyed. 
I say nothing; I mean nothing. To 
the unstricken, curious soul, they 
are as beautiful as the aurora bor- 
ealis, shining on arctic icebergs. 
But to me they warned nothing 
and melted nothing. No flowers 
bloomed and no fruit ripened un- 
der their cheerless beams. They 
looked down on my bleeding heart 
as the cold, distant, pitiless stars 
have ever looked down on all hu- 
man suffering. Whoever, in his 
hour of real need, makes abstract 
philosophy his pillow, makes coid, 
hard granite his pillow. Whoever 
looks trustingly into any of its 
false faces, looks into the face of 
a Medusa and is turned to stone. 
They are all wells without water 
and clouds without rain. 


I have witnessed a drouth in 
Texas. The earth was iron and 
the heavens brass. Dust clouded 
the thoroughfares and choked the 
travelers. Watercourses ran dry, 
grass scorched and crackled, corn 
leaves ‘twisted and wilted, stock 
died around the last water holes, 
the ground cracked in fissures, 
and the song of birds died out 
in parched throats. Men despaired 
The whole earth prayed: “Rain, 
rain, rain! O Heaven, send rain!” 
Suddenly a cloud rises above the 
horizon and floats into vision like 
an angel of hope. It spreads a 
coo] shade over the burning and 
glowing earth. Expectation gives 
life to desire. The lowing herds 
look up. The shriveled flowers op- 
en their tiny cups. The corn leav- 
es untwist and rustle with gilad- 
ness. And just when all trusting, 
suffering life opens her confiding 
heart to the promise of relief, the 
cloud, the cheating cloud, like a 
heartless coquette, gathers her 
drapery about her and floats 
scornfully away, leaving the angry 
sun free to dart his fires of death 
into the open heart of all suffer- 
ing life. Such a cloud without rain 
is any form of infidelity to the 
soul in its hour of need. 


Who then can conjure by the 
name of Voltaire? Of what avail 
in that hour is Epicurus or Zeno, 
Huxley or Darwin? Here now was 
my case: I had turned my back 
on Christianity, and had found 
nothing in infidelity; happiness 


come. 


The Civil War had left me a 
wounded cripple on erutches, ut- 
terly poverty-stricken and load- 
ed with debt. The internal war of 
infidelity, after making me roll 
hopelessly the everfalling stone 
of Sisyphus, vainly climb the re- 
volving wheel of Ixion and stoop 
like Tantalus to drink waters that 
ever receded, or reach out for 
fruit that could not be grasped, 
now left me bound like Promethe- 
us on the cold rock, while vultures 
tore with beak and talons a life 
that could suffer, but could not 
die. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, May 12, 1950 


My Infidelity 


(Continued from page 3) 


At this time, two books of the 
Bible took hold of me with un- 
earthly power. I had not a thought 
of their inspiration, but I knew 
from my experience that they were 
neither fiction nor allegory—the 
Book of Job and the Book of Ec- 
clesiastes. Some soul had walked 
those paths. They were histories, 
not dreams and not mere poems. 
Like Job, I believed in God; and 
like him had cried: “Oh, that I 
knew where I might find him! 
that I might come even to his 


seat! ... Behold, I go forward, 


but he is not there; and back- 
ward, but I can perceive him: on 
the left hand, where he doth work, 
but I cannot behold him: he hideth 
himself on the right hand, that 
I cannot see him: But he knoweth 
the way that I take.” Like Job, 
I could not find answers in nature 
to the heart’s sorest need and 
the most important questions; and, 
like Job, regarding God as my ad- 
versary, I had cried out for a reve- 
lation: “Oh that one would hear 
me! behold, my desire is, that the 
Almighty would answer me, and 
that mine adversary had written 
a book. Surely I would take it 
upon my shoulder, and bind it as 
a crown to me.” Like Job, I felt 
the need of a mediator, who as a 
man could enter into my case, and 
as divine could enter into God's 
case; and, like Job, I had com- 
plained: “He is not a man, as I 
am, that I should answer him, and 
we should come together in judg- 
ment. Neither is there any days- 
man betwixt us, that might lay 
his hand wpon us both.” And thus 
I approached my twenty-second 
year. : 


I had sworn never to put my 
foot in another church. My fath- 
er had died believing me lost. My 
mother—when does a mother give 
up a child?—came to me one day 
and begged, for her sake, that I 
would attend one more meeting. 
It was a Methodist camp meeting, 
held in the fafl of 1865. had 
not an atom of interést/ 
liked the singing, but t 
ing did not touch m 


But one day I shall never for- 
get. It was Sunday at eleven o’- 
clock. The great, wooden shed was 
crowded. I stood on the out- 
skirts, leaning on my _ crutches, 
wear ly and somewhat scornfully 
enduring. The preacher made a 
failure even for him. There was 


“nothing in his sermon. But when 


he came down, as I supposed to 
exhort as usual, he startled me not 
only by not exhorting, but by ask- 
ing some questions that seemed 
meant ,for me. He said: “You 
that stand aloof from Christianity 


and scorn us simple folks, whatf 


have you got? Answer honestly 
before God, have you found any- 
th'ng worth having where you 
are?” My heart answered in a 
moment: “Nothing under’ the 
whole heaven; absolutely nothing.” 
As if he had heard my unspoken 
answer, he continued: “Is there 
anything else out there worth 
trying, that has any promise in 
it?” Again my heart answered: 
‘Nothing; absolutely nothing. I 
have been to the jumping-off place 
on al] these roads. They all lead 
to a bottomless abyss.” “Well, 
then,” he continued, “admitting 
there’s nothing there, if there be 
a God, mustn't there be a some- 
thing somewhere? If so, how do 
you know it is not here? Are you 
willing to test it? Have you the 
fairness and courage to try it? 
I don’t ask you to read any book, 
nor study any evidences, nor make 
any difficult and tedious pilgri- 
mages; that way is too long and 
time is too short. Are you willing 
to try it now; to make a practical, 
experimental test, you to be the 
judge of the result?” These cool, 
calm and pertinent questions hit 


me w'th tremendous force, but 


I didn’t understand the test. He 
continued: “I base my test on 
these two Scriptures: ‘If any man 
willeth to do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it 
be of God’; ‘Then shall we know, 
if we follow on to know the 
Lord.’” For the first time I un- 
derstood the import of these Scrip- 
tures. I had never before heard of 
such a translation for the first, 
and had never before examined the 


original text. In our version it 
says: “If any man wil] do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God.” But the 
preacher quoted it: “Whosoever 
willeth to do the will of God,” 
showing that the knowledge as to 
whether the doctrine was of God 
depended not upon external action 
and not upon exact conformity 
with God's will, but upon the in- 
ternal disposition — “whosoever 
willeth for wishes] to do God's 
will.” The old translation seemed 
to make knowledge impossible; the 
new, practicable. In the second 
Scripture was also new light: 
“Then shall we know, if we follow 
on to know the Lord,” which 
means that true knowledge follows 
persistence in the prosecution of 
it; that is, it comes not to tem- 
porary and spasmodic investiga- 
tion. 


So, when he invited all who were 
willing to make an immediate ex- 
perimental test to come forward 
and give him their hands, I im- 
med'ately went forward. I was not 
prepared for the stir which this 
action created. My infidelity and 
my hostile attitude toward Chris- 
tianity were so wel] known fn the 
community that such action on 
my part so well developed quite 
a sensation. Some even began to 
shout. Whereupon, to prevent: any 
misconception, I arose and stated 
that I was not converted, that per- 
haps they misunderstood what was 
meant by my coming forward; 
that my heart was as cold as ice; 
my action meant no more than 
that I was willing to make an 
experimental test of the truth 
and power of the Christian reli- 
gion; and that I was willing to 
persist in subjection to the test 
until a true solution could be 
found. This quieted matters. 


The meeting closed without any 
change upon my part. The last 
sermon had been preached, the 
benediction pronounced and the 
congregation was dispersing. A few 
ladies only remained, seated near 
the pulpit and engaged in singing. 
Feeling that the experiment was 
ended and the solution not found, 
I remained to hear them sing. As 
their last song they sang: 


O land of rest, for thee I sigh, 
When will the moment come 
When I shall lay my armor by 
And dwell in peace at home. 


The singing made a wonderful 


impression upon me. Its tones were 
as soft as the rustling of angels’ 
wings. Suddenly there flashed up- 
on my mind, like a light from 
Heaven, this Scripture: “Come un- 
to me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” I did not see Jesus with my 
eye, but I seemed to see Him 
standing before me, looking re- 
proachfully and _ tenderly and 
pleadingly, seeming to rebuke me 
for having gone to all other 
sources for rest but the right one, 
and now inviting me to come to 


‘Him. In a moment I went, once 


and forever, casting myself unre- 
servedly and for aH time at 
Christ’s feet, and in a moment 
the rest came, indescribable and 
unspeakable, and it has remained 
from that day until now. 

I gave no public expression of 
the change which had passed over 
me, but spent the night in the 
enjoyment of it and wondering if 
it would be with me when morn- 
ing came. When the morning 
came, it was still-with me, bright- 
er than the sunlight and sweeter 
than the songs of birds, and now, 
for the first time, I understood 
the Scripture which I had often 
heard my mother repeat: “Ye shall 
go out with joy, and be led forth 
with peace: the mountains and the 
hills shall break forth before you 
into singing, and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands” 
(Isa. 55:12). 

When I reached home, I said 
nothing about the experience 
through which I had passed, hid- 
ing the righteousness of God in 
my own heart; but it could not 
be hidden. As I was walking ac- 
ross the floor on my crutches, an 
orphan boy whom my mother had 
raised noticed and called attention 
to the fact that I was both whis- 
tling and crying. I knew that my 
mother heard him, and to avoid 
observation I went at once to my 
room, lay down on the bed cov- 
ered my face with my hands. I 
heard her coming. She pulled my 
hands away from my face and 
gazed long and steadfastly upon 
me without a word. A light came 
over her face that made it seem 
to me as the shining on the face 
of Stephen; and then, with trem- 
bling lips, she said:: “My son, you 
have found the Lord.” Her hap- 
piness was indescribable. I don’t 
think she slept that night. She 
seemed to fear that with sleep 
she might dream and wake to find 
that the glorious fact was but a 
vision of the night. I spent the 
night at her bedside reading Bun- 
yan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. I read 
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of the Spirit which is the sine qua nen of effective service for Christ.” 
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it all that night, and when I came 
with the pilgrims to the Beulah 
Land, from which Doubting Castle 
could be seen no more forever, 
and which was within sight of 
the heavenly City and within the 
sound of the heavenly music, my 
soul was filled with such a rap- 
ture and such an ecstasy of joy 
as I had never before experienced. 
I knew then as well as I know 
now, that I would preach; that it 
would be my life work; that I 
would have no other work. 


Contraries 
(Continued from page 1) 


vineyard, drank of the wine and 
was drunken” (Gen. 9:20,21). 
Moses, refusing to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choos- 
ing rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt, for- 
saking Egypt, not fearing the 
wrath of the king, as seeing Him 
who is invisible (Hebrews 11), 
sinned—killing an Egyptian, whom 
he found smiting a Hebrew, and 
hiding him in the sand, Joseph, 
though he refused the dirty pro- 
posal of Potiphar’s wife, though 
he took famine fear from the 
heart of a nation, was doubtless 
guilty of a sinful pride as he 
thought of his dreams when he 
beheld the sun and the moon and 
the eleven stars making obeisance 
to him (Gen, 37:9). Jacob, though 
God spake to him and blessed him 
beyond all deserving, dealt in 
crookedness and was guilty of de- 
spicable. trickery. 

Elijah, ‘“God’s whirlwind whelp- 
ed by the desert,” God’s prophet 
of fire who called an apostate na- 
tion back to God, sinned—getting 
in the grip of despair and praying 
God to let him die before God's 
appointed time. Jonah, behind the 
curtain of whose preaching old 
Nineveh shifted scenes of riot for 
penitential tears, played the 


coward by going a different di- — 


rection from the: direction God 
pointed out—and by sulking pout- 
ingly at the manifestation of God’s 
mercy. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Recently during our annual 


chairs everywhere we could put 
them and several hundred peo- 
ple on the platform, we asked 
all of the students who could 
not have come to Bob Jones 
University if we had not been 
able to help them with a part 
of their expenses to. stand; and 
the seven hundred whom we are 
helping this year with a month- 
ly loan from five to fifty dollars 
stood up. In this group of seven 
hundred are some of the finest 
students in this institution. 
They are soul winners. Some 
of them are young men who are 
going to be evangelists and pas- 
tors and a large number of 
them are young men and young 
women who are going to be 
missionaries. There are many 
Christian young people in Am- 
erica who want to come to Bob 
Jones University because of the 
cultural, spiritual, and evan- 
gelistic emphasis of the institu- 
tion. These young people know 
from having contacted other 
students from the University 
that the school is training show- 
window material for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. These young peo- 
ple are willing to make any 
sort of sacrifice to get the ad- 
vantages of the training that 
- our University offers. There 


ery who can get some money, 
t they cannot get what they 
have to have to pay for their 
room, board, tuition, and fees. 
Bob Jones University cannot 
help these young people 
and pay its operating over- 
head unless you Christian peo- 
le send in the money so the 

tution can make loans to 
these wonderful young people, 
and these young people in turn 
can pay their room, board, tui- 
tion, and fees, and the school 
can pay its operating overhead. 


Remember, we do not help 
a student with all of his ex- 
penses, but we endeavor to help 
worthy boys and girls especially 
those who wish to train for 
Christian service if they can- 
not pay their entire way. If 
we can find any work for the 
student to do while he is in 
school, the student applies the 
amount earned toward the 
amount he borrows from the 
school. If students leave the 
institution, owing any part of 
their work/loan _ scholarship, 
and that is what practically 
of them do, they send ten per 
cent of their income until they 
pay the amount they owe and 
the school uses the money to 
help someone else 


Bob Jones University charges 
$595 for room, board, and 
tion. There is no additional 
cost for piano, voice, violin, 
pipe organ, art, speech, etc. We 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


Bible Conference when we had|$ 


are hundreds of these young’ ha 


could put these prices up to 
1,000 a year and take students 
who are able to pay in full, and 
the University would have no 
problem with its operating over- 
head. But if we should raise our 


prices and cater just to the } 


well-to-do students some of the 
finest young people in America 
who can be trained for Chris- 
tian leadership would not be 
able‘to attend the school. Some- 
times if-we can make a loan of 
even $15 a month, the student 
can get the balance of the 
amount necessary. Sometimes 
we have to make a loan up to 
as much as $50 a month. 

Now, my friends, we want 
you to help these worthy young 
people that must have help, or 
they cannot come to this school 
and get the type of training Bob 
Jones University is giving three 
thousand young people who 
are enrolled this year. We have 
experimented with our method, 
and we know it will work. 
We never asked Christian peo- 
ple to help us with this plan 
until we knew we had a good 
plan. All of you Christian peo- 
ple who read this appeal can 
help. Some of you may not have 
any money at all, but you can 
pray. Some of you have just a 
little money and you can send a 
little; so send that. Some of you 
ve had. financial prosperity. 
and you are not stingy in your 
heart. You want to do right, 
but you haven’t known just how 
to invest some of the money 
God has given you. Now we 
are telling you how you can 
invest it and get returns for 
time and eternity in rejoicing 
that you have helped a Chris- 
tian institution train wonderful 
Christian leaders. Most of you 
people know someone who 
doesn’t know much about Bob 
Jones University, but who 
would contribute to this fund. 
Suppose you outline the propo- 
sition to these friends and in 
this-vay co-operate with us in 
putting over this job. 

I have preached to God’s peo- 
ple in all sections of America. 
I know the ple who really 
love God and want to do His 
will are always eager to use 
some of their money so as to do 
the mest good possible to 
the most people possible and 
bring glory to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are offering you 
Christian people a real oppor- 
tunity, and I am sure that you 
will not turn us down. Remem- 
ber, we are trying to get the 
largest possible number of con- 
tributions between now and the 
last week of May. Send what 
you can, but send something. 
Thank you and God bless you. . 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
* BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
REENVILLE 
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David sinned greviously—being 
guilty of adultery and murder. 
John the Baptist, who descended 
upon the iniquities of his day with 
a torch in one hand and a sword 
in the other, sinned—doubting 
Jesus, sending a committee to 
Jesus, asking: “Art thou he that 
should come or look we for an- 
other?” Isaiah, in whose preach- 
ing were the thunder and light- 

ning of Sinai and the foregleams 
' of Calvary, “in the year when 
King Uzziah died,” seeing God in 
a vision, confessed his sin, saying: 
“Woe is me, for I am undone— 
because I am a man of unclean 
lips” (Isa, 6:5). Job, though he 
maintained his faith in God 
against great odds, confessed that 
his comeliness had turned into 
corruption, Peter, though he fol- 
lowed Christ to crucifixion, looked 
back upon the time when he for- 
sook Jesus—denying Him, empha- 
sizing His denial by vociferous 
cursing. John, though later he 
was called the apostle of love, 


Contraries 


wanted to call down fire from 
Heaven upon a village. Paul, 
though later he stormed the capi- 
tals of proud empires in the name 
of Jesus, never forgot that he 
persecuted Christians—men, wo- 
men, children—unto death. 

All these and many others 
whom we could mention who did 
many mighty works under the 
hand of God, were targets of Sa- 
tan and did not always escape the 
arrows from Satan’s quiver and 
bow. The mark of sin is upon 
them and their records, even as 
such, is upon us today. 

“If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us” I John 1: 
8-10. 

No man can be justified by the 
Law in the sight of God. But 
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Christ has redeemed His people 
from the curse of the LAW, for 
He took the curse upon Himself 
when He hung on the tree. He 
nailed it to the Cross—taking it 
out of the way—opening up to al] 
believers in His finished work the 
road to God and glory. 

“For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 
Eph. 2:8. 

“For as many as are of the 
works of the law are under the 
curse; for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in 
the book of. the law to do them. 
“Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree.” Gal. 3:10,13. 

We pitch our mental tents on 
this verse, we gather our hearts’ 
meditations about this statement, 
as those who approach a holy 
white sanctuary where unanointed 
feet cannot walk! “MADE A CURSE 
FOR US!” 

Jesus, so finely strung, so un- 
utterably keyed to truth, mercy, 
justice, love, quickly feeling the 
sorrow, sympathy, and indigna- 
tion which injustice and wrong 
invariably elicit from all high 
souls—“made a curse”! Jesus, In- 
habitor of Eternity—“‘made a 
curse”! Jesus, Teacher come from 
God—“made a curse”! Jesus, im- 
age of the invisible God, the first- 
born of every creature”— “made a 
curse”! Jesus, “Light of light,” 
hanging in darkness when “the 
sun went down at noonday and 
the earth was darkened in the 
clear day”—“made a curse”! Jesus, 
“Poet’s Poet, Wisdom’s Tongue, 
Man’s Best Man, good Paragon, 
Crystal Christ’—“made a curse”! 
Jesus, “the brightness of God's 
glory and the express image of 
his person’—“made a curse”! Je- 
sus, “who had glory with the 
Father before the world was,” 
“giving His back to the smiters 
and His cheeks to them who 
plucked off His beard, and hiding 
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not His face from shame and 
spitting’”—“made a curse’! Jesus, 
“the Father's comprehensibility 
and visibility’—‘“made a curse”! 
Jesus, “heir of all things,” “fairer 
than all the fair who fill the 
heavenly train’—‘“made a curse”! 
He who was earth’s greatest bless- 
ing was “made a curse”! 

Never was Christ a curse TO 
anybody. He was “made a curse” 
FoR everybody. The curse due us 
fell crushingly on Him, for God 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

Deuteronomy records the penal- 
ty of the curse. It reads: “His 
body shall not remain on a tree, 
but thou shalt in any wise bury 
him that day (for he that is hang- 
ed is accursed of God) that thy 
land be not defiled, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance” (Deut. 21:23). Thus 
do we read and thus do we under- 
stand that the curse of the Law— 
contrary to all—remaineth upon 
those who seek to justify them- 
selves. 

Christ Jesus—in whom. al] 
beauty, holiness, perfection, meet 
—possessing manhood in its purity 
and Godhead in its vastness, tears 
of sympathy for our woes and 
eyes of fire to wither iniquity— 
Son of Abraham, Son of David 


| Son of Man, Son of God—the per- 


sonal, voluntary, self-emptying 
Redeemer—exhausts the precious 
treasures of His invaluable blood 
to pay our debts. He only is the 
everlasting source of human sal- 
vation, He only, by a work con- 
sistent with the character of God 
can break the power which holds 
us in chains, avert the punishmen! 
which threatens us, fortify with 
fresh sanctions the law which we 
had broken, and, reconciling jus- 
tice with mercy, open to mankinc 
the fountains of grace. Through 
Him the law is vindicated, the 
holiness of God doubly honored 
and mercy in richest munificence 
proclaimed to the sinner,—so that 
the sinner, by faith in Jesus, is 
enabled to give his testimony: 


Out of my bondage, sorrow and 
night 
Jesus I come, Jesus I come 
Into thy freedom, gladness, and 
light, 
Jesus, I come to thee. 
Out of my sickness into thy health 
Out of my want and into thz 
wealth, 
Out cf my sin and into thysel/ 
Jesus, I come to Thee 


Against us—contrary to our 
welfare—is 


II - SIN 

Sin is so devilishly contrary to 
us and to all that is for the wel- 
fare of mankind—in life and in 
death, in Time and in Eternity 
Sin, reversing the harmony o! 
man’s being, undermining the con- 
stitutional order of man’s nature 
dismantling man of his nobility 
bringing him in unconditional] sur. 
render to diabolical power, bring. 
ing the curse upon man, was what 
Christ nailed to His cross, Sin, sr 
diabolically contrary to man’s 
soul, Jesus nailed to His cross. 

“For what the law could no! 
do, in that it was weak throug! 
the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh.”—Romans 8:3. 

“For he hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.”—II Cor, 5:21 

Our part has been one of miss. 
ing the mark—of going astray, o! 
walking in evil ways, of falling 
short of God’s glory, of possessing 
hearts “deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked.” Our part 
has been one of foolish failure, of 
iniquitous imperfection, of dishon- 
ourable defeat. Our part has been 
one of levity in lawlessness, of 


NYACK 


offers a . 


ais School 


.. which makes it possible for ministers and Christian workers 
to further their training leading to degrees in Theology, Missions, 
Christian Education, and Music. Within a two hour drive of Nyack are 
located the East’s outstanding summer resorts, Bible Conferences, 
and Educational centers. For further information write: 


Director of the Summer School 


“America’s First 
Bible School” 


The Missionary Training Institute 
NYACK-ON-HUDSON, NEW YORK 
Accredited by the New York Board of Regents 


stubbornness in rebellion, of enor- 
mity in enmity. Our part has been 
one of ugly ungodliness, of hellish 
hostility, of degrading defilement. 
Our part has been one of guilt, 
of condemnation, of sin, of the 
works of the flesh. And this sin- 
ful part that haunts us as Ban- 
quo’s ghost must be dealt with 


before we can have access to God — 


or acceptance with God. 

In His death upon His cross, 
Christ took sin’s place, took our 
place, took every man’s place as 
God dealt with Jesus as He must 
deal with sin— in severe and un- 
relenting judgment. In His death 
upon the cross, Christ paid my 
debt, bore my punishment, put 
away my sin. And all He did avails 
for my salvation and redemption 
the moment I, by faith, accept 
Him as Saviour. 

The Word of God declares: “The 
soul that sinneth it shall die.” 
The Word of God declares: “There 
is not a just man in the earth that 
doeth good and sinneth not.” The 
Word of God declares: “The wag- 
es of sin is death.” The Word of 
God declares: “After death, the 
judgment.” 

Looking back upon the past 
every person born of woman, save 
the sinless Christ, must say what 
Pharaoh said—‘“I have sinned,” 
what Achan said—‘“T have sinned,” 
what King Saul said—‘“I have 
sinned,” what King David said— 
“I have sinned,” what the wander- 
ing son said—“I have sinned.” 
That is what all of us must say 
as we fasten eyes of scrutiny and 
observation upon the past. 

And our past must be dealt 
with. Resolving to do better now, 
to live righteously now, will not 
undo the sin of the past. Re- 
solving now to throw down every 
idol and to cast out every foe 
will not answer for the sin we 
committed yesterday, Resolutions 
to hew to pieces now some spared 
Agag of worldliness will not suf- 
fice to deal with the past. Re- 
formations now do not go deep 
enough. There must be remission. 
[here must be redemption. There 
must be Regeneration. Our past, as 
we know, as all men know, as God 
knows, is one of sin. And sin, an 
»piate in the will, a madness in 
the brain, a poison in the heart, a 
nidnight blackness that invests 
man’s whole moral being, the in- 
tolerable burden of a soul destined 
to live forever, is against God. 

In words not altogether mine, 
{ declare this stark and startling 
truth: 


Sin is darkness—and it must be 
lighted. 


Sin is degradation—and it a 


%e removed, 

Sin is disease—and it must be 
healed. 

Sin is defilement—and it must 
ve cleansed. 

Sin is death—and it must be 
abolished. 

Sin is debt—and it must be paid. 

Sin is dross—and it must be 
burned out. 


There is only one way for God 
to banish the darkness of sin, to 
remove the degradation of sin, to 
heal the disease of sin, to cleanse 
the defilement of sin, ‘to abolish 
the death of sin, to pay the debt 
of sin—and at the same time be 
consistent with His holiness. The 
way is for Him to collect payment 
in full for our sin. And that is by 
judgment and death. This He has 
done in the redeeming work of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus CHRIST! He paid the debt. 
He died the death. He cleanses for 
the defilement. He heals the di- 
sease. He removes the degrada- 
tion. He is the Light. If we ac- 
knowledge our bankruptcy to 
Christ, we find that He pays the 
debt. He removes the stain. He 
gives us an acceptable standing 
before God. 

“For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and 
death.”—Rom. 8.2. 


Day and night our Jesus makes 
no pause, 


Pleads His own fulfillment of all 


laws, 
(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 
Veils with His perfectness mortal 
flaws, 
Clears the culprit, pleads the 


desperate cause, 
Plucks the dead from Death’s de- 
vouring paws, 
And the worm that gnaws. 


The blood that purchased our re- 
lease 
And purged our crimson stains, 
We challenge earth and Hell to 
show, 
A sin it can not cleanse. 


Another thing so contrary to us, 
which thing Jesus hath taken out 
of the way—nailing it to His 


cross, is 


Il - THE WORLD 


In thinking of “the world” we 
must remember that the Christian 
who seeks to do the will of God 
everywhere and all the time can 
no more escape opposition from 
the contrary world than a swim- 
mer in the river can escape damp- 
ness—no more than one can stick 
his hand in the fire and escape 
burning. The Christian and the 
world are, as Dr, Riley expresses 
it, constitutionally opposed — in 
life, in customs, in influence, By 
this, we do not hold the erroneous 
idea that matter is inherently evil 
—because “the world,” according 
to the Biblical use, does not refer 
to the globe we inhabit, but rather 
to man in his fallen state, to man- 
kind in universal degeneracy. 

Now the Christian must live in 
the world—just as a ship to make 
a voyage must be in the water; 
but, as Paul says, he must be 
“not conformed” to it—even as 
the ocean must not be in the 
voyaging ship—or the ship at 
anchor—because, in this life, the 
world, ever from below, and the 
Christian, born from above, are 
necessarily enemies. Paul knew 
that from experience when he 
wrote: 

“For the.good that I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would 
not, that I do. Now if I do that I! 
would not, it is no more I that do 
it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
I find then a law, that, when 1 
would do good, evil is present with 
me. For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man. But 
I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members.”—Rom, 7:19-23. 

The world—portrayed in these 
phrases, “the lust of the flesh,” 
“the lust of the eyes,” “the pride 
of life’—stands for that sphere 
of evil, for the spirit among man- 
kind that is in direct hostility to 
Christ and Christ’s teachings. The 
world—under the sway of some 
power essentially hostile to God 
—is a world living in darkness, re- 
jecting the light. It is a world 
under condemnation, needing Hea- 
ven’s mercy, yet refusing the spir- 
it of truth. 

The Christian is warned to “love 
not the world.” “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is 
not in him” (I John 2:15). 

“Friendship of the world is en- 
mity with God” (James 4:4), Is 
the world, wholly evil, to be 
fought, and to be conquered? Je- 
sus answers: “I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33). John 
says: “Whosoever is born of God 
overcometh the world” (I John 
5:4). Paul, knowing of the world 
enemy within our world, saidé 

“But God forbid that I ‘should 
glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world.”—Gal. 6:14. 

To the individual that “world” 
to whom this great preacher was 
crucified is “the inordinate love 
of the things of this. world of 
evil”—its riches, its power, its 
pleasures, the things that cause 
man to be filled with the world’s 
spirit. 

The world, therefore, is con- 
trary to us—cheating us if we 
do the direction it points and fol- 
low the roads it devises. 

“Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the 
world.” I John 2:15-17. 


Contraries 


And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for- 
ever. 

The world is too much with us. 
The world promises substance and 
then cheats with the shadow. The 
world promises velvet—and then 
gives a shroud. The world prom- 
ises liberty—and then gives slav- 
ery. The world promises nectar— 
and then gives gall. The world 
promises good fruit—and then 
gives rinds and hulls. The world 
promises perfumed garments—and 
then gives rotten rags. The world 
promises silk—and then gives 
sackcloth, The world promises 
coronations—and then gives mimic 


crowns, ghostly garlands. The |.. 


world promises bright revelry— 
and then provides burlesque in the 
end. The world promises splendors 
—and then gives faded spangles. 


The world promises sleep—and, 


then gives nightmares. The world 
promises heat and warmth—and 
then gives painted fire. The world 
promises bread— and then gives 
photographic bread. The world 
promises rest—and gives weari- 
ness. The world is impotent to 
give what we need most in life and 
death, in youth and old age, in 
Time and Eternity as is an in- 
fant’s arm to chain the lightning, 
as is a toothpick to tunnel a 
mountain, as is a teaspoon in an 
invalid’s hand to stay. the mad 
plunge of an avalanche, as is a 
toy hammer in a baby’s hand to 
pound the pyramids of Egypt to 
dust, as is a circus clown to set 
marching again the army of Xer- 
xes, 

The world is a burglar of Life’s 
treasure chest. The world is a 
wrecker on Life’s railroad. The 
world poisons Life’s cup. The 
world’s pillows are filled with 
thorns, The world’s practice is a 
bread of deceit—at first sweet, 
but afterwards the mouth is filled 
with gravel. The world is a bandit. 
The world gives in trouble no 
refuge. The world gives in sorrow 
no comfort. The world gives in 
disaster no courage, The world 
gives in clamour no judgment. 
The world gives in darkness no 
light. The world gives in storms 
no calm. The world‘is the coral) 
reef on which hope’s ships are 
wrecked. 

The world, “too much with us,” 
as Wordsworth says, is a Joab— 
greeting us with brotherly words 
and putting the sword under the 
fifth rib: 

“When they were at the great 
stone which is in Gideon, Amasa 
went before them. And Joab’s gar- 
ment that he had put on was 
girded unto him, and upon it a 
girdle with a sword fastened upon 
his loins in the shéath thereof; 
and as he went forth it fell out 
And Joab said to Amasa, Art thou 
in health, my brother? And Joab 
took Amasa by the beard with 
the right hand to kiss him. But 
Amasa took no heed to the sword 
that was in Joab’s hand: so he 
smote him therewith in the fifth 
rib, and shed out his bowels to 
the ground.”—II Sam, 20:8-10. 


The world is a treacherous Ab- 
salom—doing us obeisance, put- 
ting forth a friendly hand, subtly 
striving to steal our hearts from 
love and loyalty to God, yet seek- 
ing the while to drive us from our 
God-given throne, “Absalom 
stole the hearts of the people” 
and “Absalom reigned in Hebron” 
and “the people increased continu- 
ally, with Absalom’”—and “the 
King went forth...and tarried 
in a place that was far off” (UJ 
Sam, 15). 


The world is a seductive Delilah 
—enticing us—seeing by what 
means it may prevail against us 
that it may blind us and it may 
bind us and afflict us, vexing our 
souls unto death—even as Delilah 
got Samson’s strength (Judges 
16). 

The world is in pretense a hos- 
pitable host—a Jael—giving us 
milk when we ask water only, 
bringing forth butter in a lordly 
dish, yet putting the hand to the 
nail and the workman’s hammer 
and striking us through the tem- 
ples and nailing our heads to the 
earth—rejoicing in our death 
(Judges 5). 

The world is an evil, left-handed 
Ehud, hiding its dagger under its 
gaudy raiment, offering us gifts 
in the fatness of our prosperity 


and then, claiming that it has for |: 
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us a message from God, thrusting 
its deadly dagger into us even as 
we stretch forth our hand in 
friendly and fraternal greeting 
(Judges 3). 

The world is a treacherous Ju- 
das—professing love with kisses 
and soft words, yet eager to be- 
tray us unto death—working ever 
on the side of the foes of our soul. 

Yes, the world is a vulture in 
peacock’s feathers—a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing, a tarantula spit- 
ting venom, not honey, into life’s 
cup— promising pleasure and giv- 
ing pain—promising health and 
giving sickness—promising us rest 
and spreading a couch of thorns 
and giving pillows filled with this- 
tles. Yes, the world—having both 
wealth and poverty, one bloated, 
the other lean—is “too much with 
us.” The world—having its Dives 
vivid with apoplexy and its Laza- 
rus pale with anemia—is loved 
too much and by too many. Yes. 
the world—evyer bruising us and 
never blessing us—is, as Hume 
said, “a fleeting show.” 

The world—ever a mirage to the 
thirsty, painted and distant fire 
for the cold, photographed bread 
for the hungry—will hate us if we 
announce our faith in, our allegi- 
ance to, and show determination 
to follow Christ. 


“If the world hate you, ye knou 
that it hated me before it hated 
you. If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of the world 
but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth 
you.”—John 15:18, 19. 


The man who lives in enmit) 
with God because he is a friend 
of the world is as the man whc 
is partner with the thief, hating 
his own soul— as a man forced 
to weave his own shroud and dig 
hiss own grave—as a man whi 
feedeth his soul on corn or the 
wind, never being fed. We mus' 
conquer the world—overcome the 
world—which Christ overcame 
nailing it to His cross. 

The world is passing. “The 
world passeth away.” Love no! 
that which is passing—possessing 
no permanence. “The end of the 
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world” is not a poetic or ‘lee: 
ophical phrase; it is pag, a 
sentence, What folly - a e Chris- 
tian—immortalized by ‘nie con- 
version—to fix his affections upon 
and give his talents to that which 
passeth away. But, as born-again 
people, we can overcome the 
world — through Christ conquer 
the world—so contrary to us: 

“For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. Who is he 
that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God?”—I John 5:4, 5, 

Yet another reality—so dastard- 
ly and deceitfully contrary to us 
1S 


IV - THE FLESH 


Without condemning these bod- 
ies of ours, the Scripture says: 
“Mortify the body.” Man, who is 
not his body, but who has a body, 
has to do with the body, the flesh. 
Paul speaks of living in the flesh. 

“I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me.”—Gal. 2:20. 

Peter speaks of the flesh being 
contrary to us: 

“Forasmuch then as Christ hath 
suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same 
mind: for he that hath suffered 
in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 
that he no longer should live the 
rest of his time in the flesh to the 
lusts of men, but to the will of 
God.”—I Pet. 4:1, 2. 

The strongest of the strong is 
this “contrary” old nature. We 
need to take heed and be warned 
by these words: 

“For the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other: so that ye 
can not do the things that ye 
would. But if ye be led of the 


Spirit, ye are not under the law.” 


Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these; adult- 
ery, fornication, uncleanness, las- 
civiousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: of which 
I tell you before, as I have also 
told you in time past, that they 
which do such things shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God.”—Gal. 
5:14-21. 
“And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts.”—Gal. 5:24, 
Because, in this froth-wave age, 
multitudes over-emphasize ‘the 
flesh,” we should give heed to the 
words: “This I say then, Walk in 
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the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill 
the lust of rey flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 

We live in a day when over- 
emphasis of the flesh is one of 
our current idolatries—when 
many “expose femininity for price 
and patronage.” The prominence 
of the flesh stampedes us today 
—with vulgar dances, named after 
animals, with suggestive pictures, 
with bathing beauty shows, with 
fashions that make their “sex ap- 
peal, ” showing as much of a wo- 
man’s person as possible. On the 
stage, before which millions gath- 
er, there are bed room and bath 
room scenes—giving “the flesh” 
“highest seat in the spotlight.” In 
magazines social problems, with 
the sex matter prominent, are dis- 
cussed—all the froth and the 
meat (if perchance there be any 
meat) spiced with pepper from 
the Devil’s pepper pot. Many arti- 
cles in the women’s section of 
smart magazines advise “the fe- 
male of the species” to catch the 
eyes of males with a flaming red 
hat— fascinate him with clothes 
that “make a woman look gorge- 
ously curvaceous.” And, as many 
have said, as We all know, as near- 
ly all news. stands show, there are 
some magazines and some news- 
papers that seem to rejoice in 
nudity and nastiness—their head- 
lines and illustrations being heavi- 
ly and gaudily soaked in sex. In 
a day when the chiefest of all ap- 
petites is the sex appetite, it 
seems we are, as Dr. Purvis says 
it, so naively delighted in having 
discovered that the Eternal made 
us male and female that we some- 
times seem to be forgetting that 
He made-us anything else. 

In our day of steam-heated, 
well-lighted houses and dimly- 
lighted houses that militate 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Page Seven 


(Continued from page 6) 
against home life, of cunningly up- 
holstered furniture, human _in- 
genuity exhausts every resource 
to provide new comforts for “the 
flesh.” “Soothingly immersed in 
comforts,” many worship their 
bodies— sublimate them, feed 
them, poison them with booze, 
pillow them in luxury—forgetting 
what Carlyle wrote: 


Seated within this body’s car, 
The silent self is driven far. 
And the five senses at the pole, 

Like steeds are tugging—restive 
of control. 
And if the driver lose his way 
And see not aright—who can 
say 
Into what blind paths, what pits of 
fear 
Will plunge these chargers in 
their mad career? 


Forgetting, too, that saintliness 
and crucifixion of the body are 
synonymous, We heed not the 
truth that we should be 

“Always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our body, For 
we which live are alway delivered 
unto death for Jesus’ sake, that 
the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our mortal 


” flesh””—II Cor. 4:10, 11. : 
Many, forgetting, if they ever 


knew it, the truth that the New 
Testament teaches that many 
dangers come to the immortal soul 
through gratification of the mor- 
tal body, let sin reign in the mor- 
tal body—obeying it in the lusts 
thereof. 

Many strong men and many 
beautiful women, recognizing not 
the danger of fleshly ascendency, 
yield not their bodies and the 
members thereof as instruments 
of righteousness unto God, 


Many, remembering not that the 
body is not for fornication but for 
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the Lord, keep not their bodies 
under, as Paul said he did— 
glorifying not God in their bodies, 
as every one grateful for God's 
mercies and for Christ’s death on 
the cross should do. 

This poem, bearing the stamp 
of age, yet youthful with wisdom 
for us today, we can ponder— 
holding the warning and holding 
the wisdom therein found: 


Three ghosts met upon a lonesome 
road, - 
And spake each to one another, 
“How came that dark stain upon 
your mouth? 
Brother, my brother?” 
“From eating of forbidden fruit, 
Brother, my brother.” 


Three ghosts met upon a winding 
road, 
And spake each to one another, 
“How came that burn upon your 
foot | 
No dust or ash may cover?” 
“I stamped a neighbor’s heart- 
flame out, : 
Brother, my brother.” 


Three ghosts met upon a darkened 
road 
And spake each to one another, 
“How came that blood upon your 
hand 
No silken glove may cover?” 
“From breaking of a woman’s 
heart, 
Brother, my Brother.” 


Three ghosts met upon a muddy 


road; 
The glutton, the thief, the lover, 
And sought their evil deeds to 
cover. 
But naked the soul goes up to 
God. 
Brother, my brother. 


But, though you forget much 
that I have written, hold fast the 
truth that we can, through Christ, 
be more effective in conquering 
the flesh— that mysterious thing 
so: contrary to us—than are a 
ton of sod and a lake of water in 


cleansing, when used for that pur- 


pose, a single human body. Re- 
member, too, that he who seeks 
not the help of Christ in conquer- 
ing the flesh—in keeping the body 
under—is as a city with open 
gates and broken down walls when 
besieged by cruel enemies. “If ye 
live after the flesh, ye shall die” 
(Rom, 8:13). We should remem- 
ber here, moreover, that he who 
for a while is victor over the 
flesh and then becomes victim 
of the flesh presents no prettier 
sight than a dog returning to his 
vomit or a sow to her wallowing 
in the mire. 

But still another reality con- 
trary to us is 


V. - THE DEVIL 

The Apostle John spoke of him 
when he wrote: . 

“IT have written unto you, fath- 
ers, because ye have known him 
that is from the beginning. I have 
written unto you, young men, be- 
cause ye are strong, and the word 
of God abideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the wicked one.”— 
John 2:14. 

That wicked one is our arch. 
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enemy—a deceiver of all men, 
striving to destroy all whom he 
can, Though there are » those— 
some in ignorance, some basking 
conceitedly in the light of academ- 
ic lustre—who belittle the Devil 


and deny his existence and try to" 


explain him into the vacancy of 
nothingness, still the fact of the 
arch-enemy Satan, the evil one, is 
a fact as certain as any fact of 
history is credible. 


Though we may argue much and 
often, Satan, the old Devil, is the 
personal tempter of men and the 
enemy of God—the mighty de- 
spiser of all that God approves. 
And Satan himself uses a master 
stroke in his own behalf when he 
gets people to deny that he is— 
no matter what the Bible and 
Christ and the experience of all 
centuries of human history may 
be. 
But most clearly is the person- 
ality of the Devil taught in the 
Bible. Fifteen of the books of the 
blessed Bible mention him no less 
than one hundred and seventeen 
times. And in each case he is spok- 
en of as a real being. Just here I! 
love to think of what Dr. Purvis 
wrote: “If there is no persona) 
Devil, the Master was either de- 
ceived or deceiving. I would not 
like to think of Him as either, for 
in no case did Jesus seem to lack 
intelligence, or be ignorant of 
mental, moral, or spiritual things 
The Bible conceives of the Devil, 
not as the original or only source 
of evil, but as its supreme per- 
sonal representative. A persona) 
Devil is more understandable than 
a mere abstraction.” — 

But do not think that the ser- 
pent of Genesis was a snake. That 
serpent was Satan himself—Satan 
who “passes one hundred gates 
and finds one unlatched,” as a 
strategist who knows every trick 
of warfare and who, pretending 
defeat and then leading into am. 
bush, catching us going and com- 
ing, attacking us when our desire 
is strongest and our resistance 
weakest. As Meyer points out, the 
serpent is found in the third chap- 
ter from the beginning of the 
Bible—and in the third chapte) 
from the ending of the Bible. We 
have“that old serpent, the Devil.” 

“And he laid hold on the dragon 
that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him 
a thousand years.”—Rev. 20:2. 

As men wiser than I have said 
so say I, that the picture found in 
some children’s “Story of the Bi- 
ble” as a snake wound around 
the limb of a tree with his head 
hanging down to whisper into the 
ear of Eve is not from the Word 
of God. We believe he appeared 
to Eve just exactly as indicated in 
these words: 

“But I fear, lest by any means 
as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, 8o your 
minds should be corrupted from 
the simplicity that is in Christ.”— 
1 Cor, 11:3. 

“And no marvel; for Satan him- 
self is transformed into an angel 
of light.”—IT Cor, 11:14. 

With Meyer, with others whc 
believe God’s Bible, I believe ‘tha! 
1e dazzled her by the brilliance 
9 his appearance because in 
scripture Satan is presented a: 
me of the most beautiful, mos! 
wonderful, most intellectual and 

nusical beings ever created. 

“Son of man, take up a lamen- 
‘ation upon the king of Tyrus, and 
ay unto him, Thus saith the Lord 
7od; Thou sealest up the sum 
‘ull of wisdom, and perfect in 
xeauty. Thou hast been in Eden 
the garden of God; every pr 
stone was thy covering, the sar- 
lius, topaz, and the diamond, the 
heryl, the onyx, and the jasper 
the sapphire, the emerald, and the 
carbuncle. And gold: the work- 
manship of thy tabrets and of thy 
pipes was prepared in thee in the 
day that thou was created, Thou 
art the anointed cherub that cov- 
ereth; And I have set thee s:0; 
thou wast upon the holy moun- 
tain of God; thou hast walked up 
and down in the midst of the 
stones of. fire. Thou wast perfect 
in thy ways from the day thal 
thou was created, till iniquity was 
found in thee. By the multitude of 
thy merchandise they have filled 
the midst of thee with violence, 
and thou hast sinned: therefore 1 
will cast thee as profane out of 
the mountain of God: and I will 
destroy thee, O covering cherub, 
from the midst of the stones of 
fire. Thine heart was lifted up 
because of thy beauty, thou hast 


corrupted thy wisdom by reason 
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of thy brightness: Iwill cast thee 
to the ground, I will lay thee be- 
fore kings, that they may behold 
thee. Thou has defiled thy sanctu- 
aries by the multitude of thine 
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy 
traffick; therefore will I bring 
forth a fire from the midst of 
thee, it shall devour thee, and I 
will bring thee to ashes upon the 
earth in the sight of all them 
that behold thee. All they that 
know thee among the people shall 
be astonished at thee: thou shalt 
be a terror, and never shall thou 
be any more. Again the word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying, Son 
of man, set thy face against 
Zidon, and prophesy against it.”— 
Ezek. 28:12-21. 

Here we learn that he was full 
of wisdom—possessed of a full 
measure of creature wisdom, 

Commenting on this, Meyer 
says: “We believe that he is the 
highest of all created beings that 
in all probability he stood next 
to the Son of God himself in glory. 
His original’ condition was one of 
perfection, His original name was 
Lucifer, which means ‘light bear- 
er’ or ‘bright and shining one.’” 
Satan was perfect in beauty—in 
creature beauty. The Bible tells 
us he has POWER. The Bible tells 
us he has beauty. The Bible tells 
us he has musical ability. The Bi- 
ble tells us he has wrath. The 
Bible tells us he has wiles, The 
Bible tells us he has snares. The 
Bible tells us he has ministers 
The Bible tells us he has angels. 

Thus We see that he does much 
evil. When a man is tempted by 
the drink habit and becomes the 
victim of booze—that is Satan 
Some are tempted and enter into 
sin like a fly who enters the 
spider’s. parlor. That is Satan 
Some “are enticed ‘by the scarlet 
woman with her much fair speech 
—going after her as an ox to the 
slaughter, or as a fool to the cor- 
rection of the stocks, seeming no! 
to know that “her house is the 
way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death.” That is Satan 

Whatever else you do, whateve) 
else you fail to do, “overcome the 
wicked -one”—because he is craft) 
beyond human thought. Remem- 
ber, as we have been advised, that 
your position is that of the duelisi 
and that you must overcome this 
wicked one who is eternal in his 
vigilance and “cruel beyond hu- 
man imagination” or be overcome 
To be overcome by him is “the 
jefeat of manhood, the overthrow 
of nobility, the loss of God him- 
self.” As Dr. Riley says: “To lose 
this battle against the devil is to 
lose life; to gain it is to gain life 
—to get the victory of victories. 
the crown of crowns.” 

Without Christ we will lose 
this battle against the Devil. 
Through Christ, Wwe can overcome 
the Devil as Abraham conquered 
King Chadolaomer, as Moses over- 
came Pharaoh, as Joshua over- 
came the five kings. Read of 
Joshua’s conquest: 

“Then said Joshua, Open the 
mouth of the cave, and bring out 
those five kings unto me out of 
the cave. And they did so, and 
brought forth those five kings 
unto him out of the cave, the 
king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the 
king of Lachish, and the king of 
Eglon, And it came to pass, when 
they brought out those kings unto 
Joshua, that Joshua called for all 
the men of Israel, and said unto 
the captains of the men of war 
which went with him, Come near, 
put your feet wpon the necks of 
these kings. And they came near, 


and put their feet. upon the necks 


of them. And Joshua said unto 
them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, 


be strong and of good courage: 


for thus shall the Lord do to all 
your enemies against whom ye 
fight. And afterward Joshua smote 


them, and slew them, and hanged 


them on five trees: and they were 
hanging upon the trees until the 
evening.”—Joshua 10:22-26, 
Christ for us overcomes the 
DEVIL even as David slew Goliath 
in behalf of Saul’s army, even as 
Elijah overcame the prophets of 
Baal in the days of Israel’s apos- 


_tasy, even as Ebedmelech over- 
came people in the rescue of Jere- 


miah from the dungeon, even as 
Samson carried off the gates of 
Gaza, even as Elisha overcame the 
enemy army at Dothan. 

The DEvIL is mighty but he is 
not ALMIGHTY as is Jesus, The 
Cross was the Devil’s’ bitterest 
foe. “They overcame him, that is 
the DEVIL; by the blood of the 
Lamb.” Through His death, Jesus 
made the power of the Devil to be 
of none effect—to be as futile as 
a fence made of macaroni straws 
to stop the stampede of wild cat- 
tle. Whatever temptations the 
DEVIL brings against the saints 
there is power at hand—even a 
buckler—to parry the blows, — 

Remember ever—forget never— 
be comforted ever—to know that 
Jesus came “that through death 
he might destroy him that hath 
the power of death, that is, the 
devil.” 

All this brings us now to think 
of that, another grim reality 
which is contrary to us— 


VI. - DEATH 

What spiritual] wealth is ours— 
as pointed out by Paul: 

“Therefore let no man glory in 
men. For all things are yours; 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce- 
phas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things 
to come; all are yours; And ye 
are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.” 
—I Cor, 3:21-23. 

“Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil.” No sting. No 
substance, Only a shadow. 

“Forasmuch then as the chil- 
dren are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself took part of 
the same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; 
and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their life- 
time subject to bondage.”—Heb. 
2:14, 15. 

Let us read Romans 8:38, 39 
in reverse order—and this way: 
‘I am persuaded that not any 
sreature, nor depth, nor height, 
nor things to come, nor things 
oresent, nor powers, nor princi- 
oalities, nor angels, nor life, nor 
leath shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 

“Nor death.” Death—if Jesus 
tarry in His coming—is a stark, 
unwelcome certainty, and often 
a dreaded reality. Death—when 
jiphtheria flutters its black wings 
»ver the baby cradle. Death— 
when polio paralyzes the muscles. 
Death—when fever fires burn in 
brains and blood channels. Death 
—when cancer gnaws its relent- 
less Way as a worm gnawing at 
the heart of a rose. Death—when 
tuberculosis eats up the lungs. 
Death—when paralysis creeps as 
moths destroying cloths, Death— 
when the train turns turtle. Death 


when the ship sinks. Death—when 
the lightning snuffs out life. Death 
—when earthquake swallows a 
city. Death—when old age, but by 
bit draws us down, Death—ex- 
pected or unexpected, Déath— 
stalking its way to the door of 
hyt and palace. 

But victory can be had over 
death as expressed in the words of 
Theodosia Garrison: . 


Let me not picture Death as one 

who stalks a helpless enemy, 

To blot away the sun some day, 

and lay relentless hands on 
me. 


Nay, rather, let me think of him 
as one who in all kindness 
waits 

At the road’s end, when sha- 
dows dim, to draw me gently 
through his gates. — 


And lead me, like some kindly 
host, who gives a long-expect- 
ed guest , 
The comfort that he craves t 
most—the hospitality of rest. 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Page Eight . 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, May 12, 1950 


Bird Life in Wington 


By Calvin Reid 


Mr. Woodpecker was working on his new house. 


SETTING THE RIGHT EXAMPLE 


If you were to ask me what was the worst thing about 


Mr. Woodpecker’s profanity, I 


would say it was the fact that 


he no longer worried about it. So long as a bird is sorry for 
doing wrong, and tries to do better after each mistake, there 


is hope for him. 

But so many birds nowadays, it 
seems not only use profanity, but 
are not sorry for it at all. They 
excuse themselves by saying they 
do not mean any harm by it, that 
they do not even think the words 
as they say them, and therefore 
there is really no harm done. But 
when one gets to the place of 
swearing without thinking, per- 
haps that is the worst stage of 
all! 

And that was the stage to which 
Mr. Woodpecker had arrived. That 
red head of his—I do not know 
whether that had anything to do 
with his profanity or not. I have 
heard that red-heads and anger 
go together, but I doubt that, be- 
cause I have noticed that profanity 
and hot tempers are by no means 
limited to red-heads! 

What was it that cured Mr. 
Woodpecker? Well, one day while 
he was building his house in the 
trunk of a nice dead tree—he is a 
carpenter by trade, you know— he 
accidentally missed the hole he 
was drilling and hit his “finger,” 
with the sharp point of his bill. 
Of course it hurt! It even brought 
blood. And after that you should 
have heard what he said. Or rath- 
er, I am giad you did not! 


He hopped down on the. ground, 
and what time he was not suck- 
ing his hurt “finger,” he was us- 
ing words which all but made the 
grass wither. Then he soon forgot 
all about it. He did not ask God 
to forgive him, he was not even 
sorry—he did not think about it 
enough to be sorry. In fact, I sup- 
pose he would never have thought 
about it again had something not 
happened a few days later which 
reminded him in a way that he 
could never forget. 

He was working on his house 
again and had. just paused, after 
drilling a very hard hole, to catch 
his breath and to enjoy the nice 
cool breeze, when down on the 
ground at the foot of the tree 
he heard some terrible words com- 
ing from two shrill high-pitched 


little voices. Looking down he saw 


his own little son Tom Woodpec- 
ker and Bill Robin, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robin’s little bird. They had found 
a worm and were arguing about 
who saw it first and who should 
have it, and were using some very, 
very ugly words. Mr. Woodpecker 
was shocked. 

Well, he parachuted down there 
beside them in less time than it 
takes to tell it. He was blazing 
mad as he said, “What do you 
birdlings mean by talking like 
that? Where in the world did you 
learn such language anyway?” 

Tom Woodpecker hung his head. 
He was either too ashamed or too 
afraid to answer. But Bill Robin 
finally said, “‘We were playing in 
the cheery tree a few days ago 
when you hurt your finger.” 

Then it was Mr. Woodpecker’s 
turn to hang his head. He had 
not known that any one was lis- 
tening that day. He now saw in a 
flash that what was wrong for lit- 
tle birds was just as wrong for 
him, and he said to himself, “Well, 
if the little birds of Wington are 


going to copy my language, I must 
set them a different example.” 

Then he did a very wonderful 
thing. He put one wing around 
each of the little birds and said, 
~It’s all my fault. I am the one 
that ought to‘be punished. I am 
so very sorry and I promise you 
both that I will never use those 
bad words again, and I hope you 
will promise me the same thing.” 

Then, out there under the blue 
sky, where all was still and beau- 
tiful, they bowed their heads and 
quietly repeated the Third Com- 
mandment, “Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain, for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh His name 
in vain.” When they did that, God 
forgave them for what they had 
done, and they were all happy a- 
gain. But, best of all, not one of 
the three has broken the Com- 
mandment since. 

(From Bird Life in Wington, by 
Rev. J. Calvin Reid. The eleventh of 
thirty chapters to appear regular- 
ly in THE Sworp oF THE LorbD. 
Read them to your children.) 
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So may I think of him each day, 
while the road shortens mile 
by mile, . 
Guessing the word that he will 
say, almost familiar with his 
smile. 


No foe with fury in his breath 
shall charge me from some 
ambushed place; 

God grant I make a friend of 
Death long, long before I see 
his face. 


Yes, Christ triumphed in death 
for His people, Let the print of the 
nails which Thomas saw and 
which we shall some day see tell 
it forth. The nails of the cross 
have ensured for us a nail in his 
holy place. 


“And now for a little space 
grace hath been shewed from the 
Lord our God, to leave us a rem- 
nant to escape, and to give us a 
nail in his holy place that our 


God may lighten our eyes, and. 


give us a little reviving in our 
bondage.”—Ezra 9:8. 

A marginal reading is very 
beautiful—“a pin that is a con- 
stant and sure abede.” There can 
be no change in the mind of the 
Lord. His decrees are unchange- 
able, constant, sure. And, as Ma- 
claren says, “While today’s health 
may be’ tomorrow’s _ sickness, 
while today’s wealth may be to- 
morrow’s poverty, while today’s 
happy companionship of joy may 
be tomorrow’s aching solitude of 
heart, we know that today’s Christ 
is tomorrow’s Christ—the same 
yesterday, today, forever.” And 
though today’s life be tomorrow’s 
death, through Christ we can be 


Contraries 


“more than conquerors.” Amid all 
the uncertainty about dwelling 
places upon earth, houses being 
sold over one’s head, people being 
“rid out,” great difficulties in find- 
ing accommodations, what a mer- 
cy and what a joy to remember 
and to realize that the Heavenly 
abode is sure. 

How comes it that the people 
of God have this glorious pros- 
pect? Because He, typified by 
Eliakim, is fastened as a nail in 
a sure place—and all the vessels 
of mercy hang upon Him. 

“And that he might make 
known the riches of his glory on 
the. vessels of mercy, which he 
had afore prepared unto glory.”— 
Rom, 9:23. 

“And I will fasten him as a nail 
in @ sure place; and he shall be 
for a glorious throne to his fath- 
er’s house.”—Isa. 22:23: 

It was the nails of the cross 
which did this blessed work. Apart 
from Calvary there could have 
been no sure place, no certain 
abode—only the blackness of dark- 
ness forever, God keep us faith- 
ful and zealous of good works un- 
til we are gathered together to 
behold the print of the nails in 
the hands and the feet of the 
Christ whom our soul loveth. 

Now, let me exhort you that 
because Christ put away all that 
was contrary to us, nailing it to 
His cross, let us put away from 
our lives all that is contrary to 
His will. 

“For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, teaching us that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteous- 
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ly, and godly, in this present 
world; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.”—Titus 2:11-14. 

Now—praying that you will 
ponder all the words of this mes- 
sage, I beg you to treasure in your 
heart the beautiful words of the 
hymn: 


There was One who was willing 
to die in my stead, 
That a soul so unworthy might 
live, 
And the path to the Cross He was 
willing to tread, 
All the sins of my life to forgive. 


He is tender and loving and pa- 
tient with me, 
While He cleanses my heart of 
its dross; 
But ‘there’s no condemnation, I 
know I am free, . 
For my sins have been taken 
away. 


I will cling to my Saviour and 
and never depart— 
I will joyfully journey each day, 
With a song on my lips and @ 
song in my heart, 
That my sins have been taken 
away. 


They are nailed to the cross, they 
are nailed to ‘the cross, 
O how much He was willing to 
bear! 
With what anguish and loss, Jesus 
went to the Cross! 
But He carried my sins with 
Him there. 


(Grant Colfax Tullar) 
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